
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of summer reading in the middle school is to encourage the 
enjoyment of reading and to develop our students’ abilities to choose books for 
themselves.  Reading over the summer also helps to maintain and improve reading 
skills as well as foster a diverse community of readers upon our return to school in 
September.  Although only one CHOICE book is required this year, we hope that 
our students will read many books and explore new genres and topics of interest.   
 
The requirements for the 2016 Summer Reading assignment are as follows:  
 

 Each student should read ONE book of his or her CHOICE from the list that is 

provided for each grade level.  Five reading journals should be completed upon 

return to school in September.  

 

 Grade-level reading lists, directions, and examples for the reading journal 

responses can be found and accessed on the school website:   

http://rp.bergen.org/domain/128 
 

 Most books are available in several formats, including paperback and eBook 

(Kindle, iTunes). No matter which version you choose to read, you must have a 

print copy of your CHOICE book to bring to class in September in order to 

complete follow-up/enrichment activities.  

 

 Journals entries should be completed and handed in by the end of the first week of 

school. Students may complete their journal assignment on GoogleDocs if they 

wish.   
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Reading Response Journal 
(RRJ)  

 

 

What is the purpose of a reading response journal?  
The purpose of the reading journal (RRJ) is to give you an opportunity to express your thoughts and 

become more involved with the material you encounter. You will need to do RRJs for many of the 

texts  we will be reading this year. 
 

How many reading responses do I need to write and in what format?  
Create five journal entries about the book you read. Choose a significant quote (write the quote and 

cite the author and page number on which it was found) and explain why the quote or passage is 

significant.  Journal entries should be equally spaced throughout the book. For example, if there are 15 

chapters, you should journal approximately every 3rd chapter. Please type the reading responses 

(double space using Times New Roman and 12 point font). Reading responses may be hand written 

using pen if you do not have access to a computer. Each response should be a minimum of 75 – 100 

words.  They may not be less than 75 words.   
 

What should I write?  
Write your reactions to the quote that you chose. Your reactions can include the following:  

 your own opinions 

  disagreements 

  interpretations 

  events in your life that the quote reminds you of 

 analysis of literary elements such as theme, setting, conflict, characterization, or figurative 

language (metaphors, simile, personification, etc.)  

 

What if I don’t have enough to write about?  
If you are having difficulty reaching 75 or more words, chances are, you have not selected a 

meaningful quote.  Choose to write about quotes that cause you to naturally stop to think.   

 

DO NOT WRITE PLOT SUMMARIES 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Sample Assignment 

Follow this format.  Include your heading in the upper left-hand corner.   

 

 

Name 

Date 

Language Arts Literacy 8 (put the grade you will be entering in September) 

Summer Reading: Reading Response Journal 

 

 

(Example)  

 

The Giver  by Lois Lowry 

 

Quote #1 

“He is to be alone, apart, while he is prepared by the current Receiver for the job which is the 

most honored in our community” (Lowry 61). 

 

Response #1 

Jonas must be feeling very confused about being selected as the new Receiver.  Jonas was already 

feeling uneasy about getting his assignment because he thought he wasn’t going to be able to see his 

friends as much.  Now he finds out he will be completely alone and apart from everyone while he is 

training.  Even though being selected for this job is an honor, I don’t think Jonas likes the idea of being 

isolated from the rest of the community.  I think this is because the people in Sameness work together 

and depend on each other to help make everything run smoothly.  Because Jonas will be alone, he 

might feel like he is no longer part of the group and will feel left out. 

 

Quote #2 

‘"Well ..." Jonas had to stop and think it through. "If everything's the same, then there aren't any 

choices! I want to wake up in the morning and decide things! A blue tunic, or a red one?"’ (Lowry 97). 

 

 

Response #2 

 

Your should have 5 responses for both the CORE book and the CHOICE book 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


